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By aac Bickerftaff Ela; 
Qyod fe in hoc erro, quod Animos Hominum imuortales effe credam libenter erro s Nec 
miln bunc Errovem, quo deleZor, dum vivo, extorqueri volo: Sin Mortuns (ut quidan 
| Minuti Philofophi cenfent.) nibil fentian ; non vereor, ne hunc Errorems menm mortui 
Philofophe irrideant. Tull. 
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tenders to Wifdom who declared againft it, certaiti 
Sheer-Lane, Febrnary 17. Minute Philofophers, ufing a Diminutive even of 

. et the Word Little, to expreis the defpicable Opinion 

fiveral Letters which I have lately received he had of them. -The Contempt he throws upon 
give ine Information, That fome well-dif- them in another: Paflage is yet more pete Sm 

pofed Petftns have taken Offence at my where, to fhow the mean Thoughts he entertains 

ufiag the Word Free-Thinker as a Term of of them, he declares, he would rather be in. the 
Repfoach. To fet therefore this Matter in Wrong with Plaso, than in the Right with fuch 

a clear Light, I muft declare, That no one can Company. There is indeed nothing in the World 
fave a gteater Vetieration than my tif for the fo ridiculous as one of thefe grave Philofophi- 
Free-Thinkers of Antiquity, who a¢ted the fame cal Free-Thinkers, that hath neither Paffions nor 

- Part in thofe Times, a8 the great Men of the Refor- Appetites to gratify, no Heats of Blood nor Vi- 
gation did in feveral Nations of Exrope, by exerting gour of Conflitution that can turn his Syftems of 
themtelves againft the Idolatry and Superftition of cer 9 | to his Advantage, or raife Pleafures, 
the Times it which they lived. It was by this no- out of them which are inconfiftent with the Belief 
bie Empul{ that Socrates arid his Difciples, as well of an Hereafter. One that has neither Wit, Gal- 
4g all the Phifofophers of Note in Greece, and Cice- larity, Mirth, or Youth, to indulge by thefe No- 
v0, Seneca, with all the Learned Men of Rome, en- tions, but only a poor, joylefs, uncomfortable Va- 
desvoured to enlighten theit Contemporaries amdft nity of diftinguifhing himfelf from the reft of 
the Darknefs and Ignorance in which the World Mankind, is rather to be regarded as a mifchievous 
was then funk and buried. The great Points which Lunatick, than a mittaken Philofopher. A chaft 
thefe Free-Thinkers endeavoured to eftablith and Infidel, a {peculative Libertine, isan Animal that 
inculcate into the Minds of Men, was, the Forma- I thould not believe to be in Nature, did I not 
tion of the Univerfe, the Superintendenc of Pro- fometimes meet with this Species of Men, that plead 
pécnce, the Perfection of the Divine Nature, the for the Indulgence of their Paffions in the midft of 
mortality of the Soul, 'and- the future State of a févere ftudious Life, and talk againft the Immor- 
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Rewards and Punithments. They all complied tality of the‘Soul over a Dith oan 
ten with the Religion of theit Country, as muchas . I would fain ask a AZinute Philofopher, What Good 
Prin = pomible, in fach Particalars as did not contradiét he propofes to Mankind by the publithing of his Do- 
H and pervert thefe great and fundamental Dottrines ¢tfines? Will they makea Mana better Citizen, or Fa- 
vag «of Mankind. On the contrary, the Perfons who ther ofa Family ;a more endearing Husband, Friend, 
cobely ftow' fet up for Pree-Thinkers, are {uch as endea~ of Son? Will they enlarge his publick or private 
paying =vour, by a little Trafh of Words and Sophittry, Virtues, or correct any of his Frailties or Vices? 
to weaken and deftroy thofe very Principles, What is there either joyful or glorious in fuch Opi- 
mae for the Vindication of which, Freedom of mions? Do they either refreth or enlarge our 

Thought at firft became laudable and heroick. Thoughts? Do they contribute to the Happinefs, or 

Thefe Apoltates, from Reafon and good Senfe, can raife the Dignity of Human Nature? The only 
Jook at the glorious Frame of Nature, without Good that I have ever heard “pretended. to, is; 
‘paying an Adoration to him that raifed it; can That they’ banith Terrors, and fet the Mind at Eafe. 
-onfider the grcat Revolutions in the Univerfe, But whofe Terrorsdo they banith ? It is certain; 
without fifting up their Minds to that Superior if there were any Strength in their Arguments, 
Power which hath the Direétion of it; can pretume they would give great Diiturbance to Minds that are 
to cenfure the Deity in his Ways towards Men; influenced by Virtue, Honour, and Morality, and 
can level. Mankind with the Beafts that perifh; can take from us the only Comforts and Supports of 
¢xtinguith in their own Minds all the pleafing Hopes Affliction, Sicknefs, and Old Age. The Minds 
of a future State, and lull themfelves into a ftupid therefore which they fet at Eafe, are only thofe of 
Security again{t the Terrors of it. If one were to impeniteht Criminals and Malefactors, and which, 
take the Word Prieftcraft out of the Mouths of to the Good of Mankind, thould be im perpetual 
thefe hallow Montters, they would be immediately Terror and Alarm. 
firuck dumb. It is by the-Help of this fingle Term __ I mutt confeis, nothing is mote ufual than for 2 
that they endeavour to difappoint the good Works Free-Thinker,in Proportion as the Infolence of Scep- 
of the inoft Learned and Venerable Order of Men,  ticifim is abated in hin by Yeays and Knowledge, or 
anid harden the Hearts of the Ignorant againft the humbled and béaten down by Sorrow or Sicknefs; 
y Light of Nature, and the common received to’ reconcile himielf to the general Conceptions of 
otions of Mankind. We ought not to treat fuch reafonable Creatures; fo that we frequently fee the 
Mifcrednts as thefe upon the Foot of fair Difpu- Apoltates turning from theit Revolt toward the 
tants, but to pour out Contempt upon them, and End o: heir Lives; and employing the Refurfe of 
fpeak of then with Scorn and Infamy, as the Pefts their Pais in promoting thofe Truths which they 
8 Society, the Revilers of Human Nature, and had before endeayourcd to inyalidate. 
the Blafphemeis of a Being, whom a good Man _ TheHittoryof a Gentleman in France is very well 
Would rather die. than hear difhonoured. Gicero; Known, who was fo zealous a Promoter of Infide=" 
after having mentioned the great Heroes of Know- lity, that he had got together a’ felect Company of: 
ge that recommended this Divine Doétiine of Ditciples, and travelled into all Parts of the King- 
Immortality of the Soil; calls thofe {imal Pre- dom to make Converts. In the Midtt of his fan- 


taflicat 









































































































































waftical Succefs he feil fick, and was reclauumed to 
uch a Senfe of hisCondition,that after he had paffed 
fome Time in great Agonies and Horrors of Mind, 
he begged thofe who had the Care of burying htm, 
to dres his Body in the Habit of a Capuchin, that 
the Devil might not run away with it. And to 
do further Juftice upon himfelf, defired ‘em to tie 
an Halter about his Neck, asa Mark of that igno- 
mminious Punifhment, which in his own Thoughts 
he had fo jultly deterved 

i eo not have Periccution fo far difgraced, 
as to wilh thele Vermin might be animadverted on 
by any Legal Penalties; tho'l think it would be 
highly realonable, that thofe few of them who die 
in the Profeltions of their Infidelity, fhould have 
dach Tokens of Infamy fixed upon them, as night 
diftinguifh thofe Bodies which are given up by the 
Owners to Oblivion and Puirefaction, from thofe 
which re(t in Hope, and fhall rife inGlory. But 
at the fame Time that I am again{t doing them the 
Honour of the Notice of our Laws, which ought 
not to {uppofe there are fuch Criminals inBeing, 
I have oiten wondered, how they cin be tolerated 
inany mised Converfitioas while they are venting 
thete abfurd Opinions ; and fhould think, that if on 
ay fuch Occation, hulfa Dozen of the moft robuft 
Cliriftians im the Company would lead one of thefe 
‘Gent}men toa Pump,or convey him into a Blanket, 
they would do very good Service both to Church 
and State. I do not’ know how the Laws ftand in 
this Particular ; but 1 hope, whatever Knocks, Bangs 
or Thumps, might be given with fuch an honelt. 
Intention, would not be contirued as a Breach of 
the Peace. I dare fay, they would not be returned 
by the Perfon who receives thme ; for whatever 
thefe Fools may tay in the Vanity of their Hearts, 
they are too wile to-rifque their Lives upon the un- 
certainty of their Opinions. 

When I was a young Man about this Town, I 
frequented the Ordinary of the Black-Horfe in Hol- 
bora, where the Perion that ufually prefided at the 
‘Yable was a rough old-fathioned Gentleman, who, 
according to the Cuftom of thofe Times, had been 
the Major and Preacher of a Regiment. It hap- 
pened one Day that a noity young Officer, bred in 
France, was venting tome new-fangled Notions 
and freaking, in the Gaiety of his Humour, againtt 
the Piipentations of Providence: The Major at 
firit ¢nly defired him to talk more refpeétfully of 
one for whom all the Company had an Honour ; 
but finding him ran on in his Extravagance, began 
to reprimand him after a more fertous Manner. 
Young Man, {aid he, do not abufe your Benefactor 
whillt youtare eating his Bread. Confider whofe 
Air you breath, whofe Prefence you are in, 
end who it is that gave you the Power of that very 
Speech which you make ufe of to his Dithonour, 
The young Fellow, who thought to turn Mat- 
ters intoa Jelt, ask'd him, If he was going to preach? 
But at the fame Time defired him to take Care 
what he iaid when he {poke to a Man of Honour. 
A Man of Honour, fays the Major, Thou art an 
Infidel and a Blatphemer, and I hall ufe thee as 
fuch.. In fhort, the Quarrel ran fo high, that the 
Major was defired to walk cut. Upon their com- 
ing into the Garden, the old Fellow advited his 
Antagonilt to confider the Place into which one 
Pafs might drive hin ; but finding him grow u 
on hin to a Degree of Scurrility, as believing the 
Advice proceeded from Fear; Sirrah, fays he, If a 
Thunderbolt does net {trike the dead betore 1 come 
at thee, I thal) not fail to chaftife thee for thy Pro- 
finncnets to thy Maker, aud thy Sawcinefs to his 
Servant. Upon this he drew his Sword, and cried 
out witha loud Voice, The Sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon, which fo terrified his Antagonift, that he 
was ininediately difarmed, and thrown upon his 
Knees. In this Pofture he begged his Life; but 
the Major refufed to grant it, before he had asked 
Pardon for his Offence ina fhort extemporary Prayer 
which the old Gentleman dictated to him upon the 
Spot, and which his Profelyte repeated afttr him in 
the Prefence of the whole Ordinary, that were now 
gathered about him in the Garden. 
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4X, PROPOSALS for Printing the 
LUCUBRATIONS of Ifaac Bickerftaff Eq; 
by Subfcriptions, in’ Two Volumes in O@avo, on 4 
Large Charaéter, and Fine Royal Paper, are to be feéa, 
and Sub{criptions taken, at Charles Lillie’s, a Perfumer 
at the Corner of Beauford-Buildings in the Strand, and 
John Morphew’s near Stationers-Hall. All Perfons thar 
defign to fubfcribe to this Work, are defired to fend 
their Subfcriptions before the 2sth Inftant, it being in. 
tended to print no more than what fhall be fubfcribed 
for, and to begin on the 27th, in order to have it pub. 
lith'd before Eafter. 


Me: Morning-Gowns, of rich Silks, Seuffs,Calicoes,€¢s 

(being she Goods of a Perfom that fatled).sa be dilp-jed of a 
very low Rates ; maybe feen at the Olive-lree and Still within 
three Doors of Young Man's Coffee-Houfe, againft the Herfe at Cha. 
ring-Crofs, The Prices being fet on each Gown, Catalogues of 
the Particulars may be had at the Place'of Sale. 


*," The Paul’s Scholars Capy-Book, containing the 
Round and Round-Text Handy wich Alphabets ac large of the 
Greek and Hebrew, and Joyning Pieces of each. Embellifhed 
with proper Ornaments of Command of Hand. By J. Rayner, 
at the Hand and Pen in St. Paul’s Church-yard, London. Pub. 
lifhed for the Ufe of Schvols, Sold by the Author, and Jona- 
= Robinion at the Golden Lion in St. Paul’s Church-yard, 
rice 1. , 

THE Specie Bond Creditors of the Royal African 
Company are defired to mmet at the Sun Tavern bebind the 
Royal Exchange on Monday next, being the 2oth loitans, at 

5 a Clock in the Afternoon. . 2 
W lliiam Weft, Mercer, lately Partner with George 
Noble and William Ofwin, ar the Peacock: in the New 
Exchange, is removed ro the Black-Moor’s Hedd in that im 
change, inthe fame Walk, and Partner with Robert Sucton. 
For the Benefit of the Authér, : 


BY Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. At.the 
Theatre Royal in Vrury-lane, on Tue(dsy: nexc, bei 
21ft Inftant, will be prefenced the laft new Tragedy, call’d, El 
he Part ot Ordgar will be pér. 
formed by a yound Gentleman, a Friend of the Authos’s, whois 
pleafed to aét it for hisown Diverfion, The Farce, calid, The 
Walking Statue, or the Devil in the Wine-Cellar, will be per- 
formed after the Tragedy. With a new Prologue and Epilogue.’ 
AT Foxhall, next above Mr. Plume’s, is to be lew, 
a very pees {trong Brick-Houfe, 4 Rooms on a Floor, with 
Wath-houfe and Brew-houfe, a Stable ror Two Horfes, and 
Coach-houfe, (if required} with very good Gardens and Or. 
chard, planted with the beft of Fruit-I'rees ; with or without 
thiee quarters of an Acre of Land, next the River of Thame, 
Enquire of the Perfon aforefaid, and you may know further. | 


«” On Monday next will be publithed, Bibliotheca 
Anatomica, &c. containing a Defcription of the feveral Paris 
of the Body: Each done by fome one or more Eminent Pnyfician 
or Surgeon ; with their bifcafes and Cures. Illuftrated with 
feveral Hundred Figures, don: by the beft Artifts, fublifhed 
Monthly. This Fourth for Feb. 1709. conrains the Anatumy 
of the Tee:h, and feveral other Tracts relating to the Bones 
With Two curious Plates,in which are above $0 Figures. Printed 
by J. Nuit in the Savoy, and fold by J. Morphew near Sta- 
tionert-Hall, Where may be had the 3 preceding Mouths. 
«« Bibliotheca Wichiana ; being a Catalogue of the 
Lib-ary of the lace Hon. Sir Cyrill Wich: Conliiting of the - 
mott valuable Authors in moft Ars, Sciences, and Lauguages ; 
with a curious Collection of Civil, Canon, and Common Law; 
Books ot Medals, Sculpture and Painting. Printed trom his O- 
riginal Catalogue, and digefted under prope: Heads. Will be. 
gin to be fold by Auction on Monday the 20th Inftant, in the 
faner lower Walk ot Exeter-Change in the Strand, trom § to 9 
evéry Evening. By Edm. Curll, Bookfeller, at the Dial and Bi- 
bie againft St. Dunitan’s Church in Fleet-ftreee ; Where Cata- 
logues are fold at 6d, each ; likewife by J. Harding in St. Mar- 
tin’s-Lane, W. Taylor in Parer-Nofter-Row, N. Cliff the tower 
End ot Cheaptide, R. Halfey in Cornhil, and R. Smith at his 
Warchoufe, the Place of Sale. N. B, In this Colleétion ave more 
—_ Books than has appeai’d in any Catalogue for many 
ears. 
«*s New Mufick publifh'd, AM. the Songs fer 
to Mutick ia the Jaft New Opera called Almahide, bocn in Ita- 
lian and Englith, with their Symphonies, as they are pertorm’d 
at the Queen’s Theatre, all fairly engraven. There is alfo late- 
ly publith’d, feveral new Pieces of Mufick for the Violin, Flute, 
and Harpligord, engraven. Printed for J. Walfh, Seivant in 
Ordinary to Her Majefty,and P, Randall, at the Harp and Haut- 
boy in Catherine-ftreet near Somer fer Houfe in the Strand, and 
1 Fan, at the Viol and Flute in Cornhill, near the Royal Ex- 
change. 
«”« This Day is publithed, Old R@me and: London 
compared ; the Firft in its full Glory, and the Laft in its pre- 
fent State. By which it plainly appears, that Lipfius and Vol 
fius dre egregionfly miltaken in their Over-ftrerched, Fulfom, 
and Hyperbolical Account of Old Rome; And that London, 38 
it is at prefene, excceds it much in its Extenr, Populoufnels, and’ 
many other Advantages. The Second Edition. ‘fo which is aé 
dec, A Comparifin between the Beauties, &c. of Old Rome 
and London, By a Perfon of Quality. Sold by J. Harding, at 
the Anchor and Bible at the upper End of Sr. Martin’s-Laue io 
the Fields. Price bound is. 6d. ftitch’d i.¢., 
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